Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) at Ballymakenny College

At Ballymakenny College, we understand that some parents and students may feel unsure or even
hesitant about learning a foreign language. However, we believe that studying a modern foreign
language, whether French or Spanish, is a valuable part of a well-rounded education. That’s why all
students are required to study a Modern Foreign Language up to the Junior Cycle in Ballymakenny
College. This is communicated prior to entry into First Year and to transfer students. We find that many
students continue with their language studies through to Senior Cycle, as it helps keep their options
open, particularly for university entry where a third language is often a requirement for courses like Arts,
Social Sciences, and Medicine.

A Comprehensive Junior Cycle Programme

At Ballymakenny College, we offer a comprehensive Junior Cycle programme that provides students with
the foundational skills they need for the future. Our broad curriculum ensures students have greater
flexibility when they enter Senior Cycle. This flexibility is reflected in our 21 subject options available at
Leaving Certificate level, allowing students to pursue a wide range of interests and talents, from the
sciences and humanities to languages, arts, and business studies. Accessing a wide range of subjects at
Junior Cycle allows students to make better choices at Senior Cycle level.

By offering such a broad subject choice, we help each student find the path that best suits their
strengths and aspirations, whether that includes continuing with a modern foreign language or focusing
on other areas of study.

Why Study a Foreign Language?

We understand that learning a foreign language may feel like a challenge, especially for students who
may not initially feel drawn to it. However, there are significant benefits that can positively impact your
child’s development:

Improved Communication Skills: Learning a new language sharpens communication skills, including
speaking, listening, reading, and writing, not just in the new language but also in English. It also helps
your child understand and appreciate different cultures, building confidence in a globalised world.

Cognitive Benefits: Research shows that studying a foreign language improves problem-solving, critical
thinking, and multitasking skills, which can lead to better performance across other subjects, including
Maths and Science.

Broader Opportunities: Being proficient in another language opens up a world of opportunities in fields
like business, tourism, international relations, and more. Many employers seek language skills, and
knowing a second language can significantly enhance your child's career prospects.

No Exemptions from MFL with Learning Support Available

It is important to note that there are no exemptions from the study of modern foreign languages at
Ballymakenny College. For students who are exempt from studying Irish, we ensure they receive



additional support to help them succeed in their modern foreign language studies, using similar
strategies that help them with their first language.

Supporting Students with Learning Difficulties

We know that parents may be concerned about their child’s ability to succeed in language learning,
especially if they have learning difficulties like dyslexia. However, research has shown that students with
dyslexia can be just as successful in learning a foreign language as their peers, particularly with the right
support in place.

We're Here to Support Your Child

At Ballymakenny College, we are committed to helping your child achieve their full potential. If you have
any concerns or questions, please don't hesitate to contact us. We want to work together to ensure your
child has a positive and rewarding experience in their language learning journey, as well as across all
other subjects.



